DENVER BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS

Meeting Date: August 14, 2013 ‘ Board Item: V-E-6

Memorandum of Understanding
Regarding Agreement to Reserve WISE Water for Douglas County

o Action by Consent XAction o Information

As part of the WISE Partnership effort, Denver Water and the City of Aurora offered to provide
100,000 acre-feet of water to the South Metro WISE Authority over a ten-year block, or an average of
10,000 acre-feet per year. The members of the WISE Authority eventually subscribed to 7,225 acre-
feet, or 72,250 acre-feet each ten years. The Douglas County Commissioners expressed a desire to
reserve the remaining WISE water for use within the County to help smaller water suppliers reduce
their reliance on non-renewable supplies.

The WISE Water Delivery Agreement provides for the proposed MOU “for the purpose of reducing
reliance on nonrenewable groundwater by current and future customers within existing service areas in
Douglas County.” The parties to the MOU are Denver Water, Aurora, the South Metro WISE
Authority, and Douglas County. The parties agree to negotiate an option agreement that will reserve
for the County an average of 2,775 acre-feet per year, to be delivered under terms similar to the WISE
Partnership Water Delivery Agreement. The option agreement will determine infrastructure needs and
costs, and a mechanism for Douglas County to make the water available to water users. If an option
agreement is not reached by December 31, 2013, the MOU will terminate.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the Board approve the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Negotiations
for an Agreement Reserving WISE Project Water for Douglas County.

Approvals: Respectfully submitted,
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