
 

CAC MINUTES 
FOR THE MEETING OF AUGUST 19, 2010 

 
 

CAC MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Don Schlup, Jim Ives, Mel Rettig, Becky Long, Carol Pace, Jeff 
Willis, Phil Lidov, Rick Sackbauer 

GUESTS:  Tim Flynn, Christy Honnen 
 
DENVER WATER STAFF: Marie Bassett, Joe Sloan 
 
OPENING REMARKS, PUBLIC COMMENTS, AGENDA AND MINUTES 
 
 
The June minutes and agenda were approved with one change to the minutes. 
 
 
DENVER WATER UPDATE (Marie Bassett) -     
 
The update was sent in the packet for the meeting.  Marie covered what had occurred at recent Board 
meetings and current topics at Denver Water.  The budget is in process, and the financial plan will be 
presented to the Board in September.  Rick Sackbauer inquired about the recent agreement with the 
US Forest Service.  Marie stated the Board has an agreement to pay for work to improve the forest 
health, in watersheds, which impact the supply system.  It will be an agreement which spans several 
years.   Rick stated it was good for Denver Water to partner with the Forest Service and he hopes 
other utilities will join the efforts. 
 
 
NEW DIRECTOR OF FINANCE (Angela Bricmont) –  
 
The new Director of Finance, Angela Bricmont, introduced herself and stated she looked forward to 
working with the CAC.  She welcomes citizen input in the rates process, the budget process or any 
topic that citizens would like to participate.  She gave an outline of dates for the presentation of the 
Financial Plan, SDCs, the budget, and proposed 2011 rates.  Phil Lidov asked about a presentation 
on the Capital Plan and how the budget is set by the Capital and O & M requirements of Denver 
Water.  Angela stated the 10 Year Capital Plan is available for review.  The plan is continually 
reviewed as projects are delayed or moved up according to the needs of the water system.  
 
RATES 101 (Todd Cristiano) –  
 
Rates Manager Todd Cristiano gave the presentation, “Cost of Service Rate Making,” in which he 
explained the basics of how rates are set using the cost of service model.   
 
After the presentation Carol Pace requested more details of the costs at Denver Water as future 
presentations are made to the CAC.  Carol Pace said the numbers are large but each item holds 
costs which could be reduced.  Denver Water seems to be the only organization in the city which is 
increasing its costs as all other make cuts.  Angela suggested Carol look over the budget and if more 



details are needed Angela would provide those details.  Costs are spread across the customer base 
and it is Todd’s job to spread those costs equitably and fairly.  The costs are generated in the budget 
process and the Rates Section determines how to fairly assign those costs to each customer class. 
Don Schlup questioned how the levels for the blocks (11,000, 22,000, etc.) are set by Denver Water.   
Don Schlup stated it should not be just on how much water is used by a customer but some measure 
of how wisely the customer uses the water.  Customers who are using water wisely should not be 
penalized.  Carol Pace stated many customers without work or on fixed incomes cannot afford an 
increase at this time.  Denver Water should create a system that assigns costs to those who abuse 
water use and find ways to reduce costs.  Denver Water appears to be out of touch with the economic 
reality. 
 
CAC BUSINESS –  
 
The September meeting will include a presentation on the state of Colorado water.  Becky Long will 
secure a speaker for the meeting.     
 
Phil Lidov suggested a presentation on the changing role of media (social media) and what Denver 
Water is doing to communicate through social media.  Phil Lidov also suggested the CAC should 
explore the use of social media tools. 
 
Rick Sackbauer suggested the CAC begin the process to select a new West Slope member before 
the snow begins to fall. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 PM. 
 


