DENVER BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS

Meeting Date: February 25, 2015 Board Item: II-B-4

Contracts for Aquifer Storage Pilot Project
Contract #15911A and 15197A

o Action by Consent o Action 0 Information

In 2013, the Board approved Contract #15197A with Brown and Caldwell for Phase I of the Aquifer Storage
Pilot Project. The goal of the pilot project is to evaluate the feasibility of using the Denver Basin aquifers under
the City and County of Denver for storing potable water for later use in droughts. The purpose of Phase I is to
conduct a siting study for an aquifer storage pilot well facility and develop a work plan for operations, design,
and construction of the facility.

After completing the siting study, the contractor concluded that the sparse amount of geologic data available
underneath Denver leads to significant uncertainty in selecting a well site where the aquifer would have
adequate storage capacity. The contractor recommends that additional data be collected from the Denver Basin
aquifers through an exploratory drilling program to better inform the selection of a site for a pilot well facility.

For Contract #15911A, referred to as Phase I-A, we have selected Leonard Rice Engineers (LRE), a firm who
has been a subcontractor to Brown and Caldwell under the Phase I contract. The scope of work includes the
following: (1) identifying exploratory drilling sites; (2) retaining contractors for exploratory drilling,
geophysical logging, and noise abatement using a competitive bid process; (3) assisting Denver Water in
obtaining a noise ordinance variance from the City and County of Denver and permits for drilling from the
State; (4) implementing the drilling program; and (5) analyzing the aquifer data from the drilling program.

The Board is being asked to approve the scope of work under Phase I-A to complete items 1, 2 and 3, above.
Upon LRE’s selection of the drilling and other contractors, the Board will be asked at a subsequent meeting to
authorize the expenditure of funds and the scope of work for implementing the drilling program and the data
analysis, items 4 and 5, above. The drilling program and data analysis are estimated to cost $900,000-
$1,200,000. The Phase I contract with Brown and Caldwell is being amended to extend the completion date and
work is temporarily suspended until the exploratory drilling program is complete and geophysical data has been
collected and analyzed.

This item is budgeted for the current year and funds are sufficient in MPC 4AR0001 to cover expenses for this
year. Approval of this expenditure does not commit the Board to future expenditures not previously planned.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the Board approve Contract #15911A with Leonard Rice Engineers in the amount of
$40,000.
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