
CAC MINUTES 
FOR THE MEETING OF April 17, 2014 

CAC MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Karl Hanlon, Phil Lidov, Jim Ives, Don Schlup, Barry 
Hudson, Bethany Gravell, Bruce Hutchins, 

CAC Members Absent: Jeff Erb, Peter Mueller, Kevin Puccio,  

Guests: Tim Flynn 

Denver Water Staff: Katie Knoll, Heather Stauffer, Steve Price, Andrea Song, Lindsay 
Weber,  

OPENING REMARKS, PUBLIC COMMENTS, AGENDA AND MINUTES 
The minutes and agenda were approved without comment. 

There were no comments from the public. 

Denver water update/ snow pack update- (Katie Knoll) 

Denver Water’s 3 Stone Building was featured as one of the buildings in Doors Open Denver last 
weekend. The event turned out well and nearly 750 people attended throughout the two day 
event. Denver Water also recently sponsored a gardening workshop with the Audubon society 
where we provide Garden In  A Box to participants. That event also went really well. Denver 
Water also participated in a succulent showcase with Denver Urban Gardens. 

Last year Denver Water had about 50 main breaks caused by pressure valves. Over the year 
Denver Water has worked to make the process more efficient and so far Denver Water has cut 
main breaks due to pressure valves down to about ___. SNOTEL’s Federal funding is in 
jeopardy, Denver Water recently worked closely with SNOTEL to plan a tour with Senator 
Michael Bennet’s office. Travis Thompson from Denver Water’s media relations just did an 
interview with Jacque Cousteau’s daughter about Denver water’s reservoirs. 

Denver water has also recently developed a process for online rebate applications. Those 
rebates can be applied directly to water bills which will improve efficiency greatly. Due to 
recent legislation passing the Colorado Legislature, Denver Water will be introducing rebates 
for toilets that use 1 gallon per flush or less.  

Moffat Treatment Plant Project Update (Steve Price and Andrea Song) 
The North System Renewal Project includes Conduit 16, Marston Reservoir and Treatment 
Plant, Moffat Treatment Plant and the Foothills Treatment Plant. One goal in the North System 
Renewal Project is to upgrade the Moffat Treatment Plant. Parts of the Moffat Treatment Plant 
are reaching the end of their useful life. It has outdated technology, including mono media 
filtration systems that need to be updated. 
Currently, Denver Water is starting public outreach on this project, working on “near term 
projects” as well as comparing the cost of repairing the existing Moffat treatment plant with 
the cost of building a wholly new treatment plant near Ralston Reservoir. Preliminary cost 



estimates put the cost of building on the Ralston Reservoir site at about 64 million dollars more 
expensive than repairing the existing treatment plant. Andrea Song is in charge of developing 
water quality goals for the treatment process selection. As part of the process of establishing 
water quality treatment goals Denver Water set up a technical panel with members from CU, 
CSU, Mines as well as a water research foundation wildfire study. They are looking at water 
quality characteristics as well as future scenarios including uncertain/ extreme weather events 
and Gross reservoir expansion. Denver water aims to go above and beyond the established 
regulations and set the bar higher to give customers confidence and be the best utility in the 
nation. 
 
Drought Plan and Water Supply Update (Lindsay Weber) 

Lindsay Weber gave an overview of the 2014 drought response plan. The drought plan this year 
incorporates lessons learned from the last two years and redefines the drought stages. Lindsay 
pointed out that the drought response documents were living documents that could change 
year to year without board approval. In the past the drought stages have been defined as: 
stages one, two, three and four. The new drought stages allow for limited overlap and starts 
with a conservation baseline stage.  The conservation baseline stage and the drought watch 
stage focus on increased communication and outreach. Stage one of the new drought stages is 
a voluntary reduction and restrictions, stage two is restrictions on outdoor watering and stage 
three is a rationing of water. The drought committee really focused this year on improving the 
structure, process and schedule. The committee will meet throughout the year regardless of 
drought conditions. The drought committee also decided to continue using the incident 
command structure from 2013 as it worked well. 

Lindsay also gave an overview on the water supply. The current snowpack in the South Platte 
River watershed is well above average, the same is true of the Colorado River watershed. The 
US drought monitor does not indicate that Denver Water’s watersheds are currently at risk for 
drought. On a national level our area is a very small area in a very dry west. Supply reservoir 
content is much better than where we were last year. Currently Dillon reservoir is about %86 
full. Denver Water will continue to monitor and evaluate conditions and will continue 
conservation messaging.  

CAC Business (Phil Lidov) 

The CAC discussed options for the 2014 tour. They decided that they would like to tour Foothills 
treatment plant, Strontia Springs and possibly Cheesman reservoir. The CAC would also like an 
update on the EIS for the Gross reservoir expansion project.  


