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Big Lake Ditch Study Agreement and Funding Agreement 
Contract Nos. 15801A and 15801B 

o Action by Consent o Action o Information 

Article III.E.13.a of the CRCA requires, "Denver Water to participate in a joint study of how to 
maintain the historic agricultural uses of the Big Lake Ditch so as to maximize the environmental 
benefits, while substantially preserving the yield of water for Denver Water that it has paid for and is 
counting on by retiring its portion of the Big Lake Ditch demand " The required joint study will be 
flmded on a 50-50 cost basis by Denver Water and Grand COlmty. 

The funding parties, along with input from other Big Lake Ditch water users, conducted the selection 
process together. After reviewing all RFP submittals and conducting a day of interviews, Bishop
Brogden Associates, Inc. ("BBA'') was selected. BBA has done extensive work for Grand County in 
the past and has recently served as the expert engineer for the environmental flow application filed 
pursuant to the CRCA by Denver Water, Grand County, and the CWCB. The study will determine the 
best way to operate the Big Lake Ditch to achieve a balance among the three objectives listed in the 
CRCA - maintenance of historic agricultural use, maximization of environmental benefits, and 
preservation of Denver Water yield. The study will involve quantification of the desired objectives and 
modeling various operations and water rights scenarios in the Williams Fork basin. 

The study will cost $180,200, which is included in the 2015 budget; half this cost will be reimbursed 
by Grand County. 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that the Board approve (1) the agreement with Bishop Brogden, Contract# 15801A, 
in the amount of $180,200, for the Big Lake Ditch study, and (2) the IGA with Grand County, Contract 
# 15801B, providing for reimbursement of one-half of the study costs. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Director of Planning 

Patrie~ 
General Counsel 
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