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D Action by Consent @:Action D Information 

In July 2010, Denver Water (DW) and the U.S. Forest Service (USPS) signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) to work together to improve forest and watershed health by reducing the risk of wildfires. Under the 
MOU, DW agreed to spend $16.5 million over five years, and USPS agreed to match DW's expenditure with 
$16.5 million of additional forestry work The USFS and DW developed and updated annually a 5-year 
Operating Plan that identified treatment projects in DW's priority watersheds for the years 2011-2015. Each 
year's projects were funded by means of a Collection Agreement. 

Since 2010, USPS has performed hazardous fuel reduction treatments on tens of thousand acres of National 
Forest lands within DW's priority watersheds, and the fifth and final Collection Agreement is proposed for 
approval in a separate Board item on the December 10,2014 Board meeting agenda. DW's total expenditures 
under the MOU, including the proposed fifth Collection Agreement, will be $14,849,186, which results in a 
savings of $1.65 million. 

Of the 2.5 million acres within DW's water collection system, over !million acres are non-federally owned. 
This agreement with the Colorado State Forest Service would use the $1.65 million over the next five years to 
conduct hazardous fuel treatments and monitoring of those projects on non-federal lands within DW's Zones of 
Concern. The release of DW' s funds will be contingent upon a 1: 1 match with funds available from other 
entities such as federal, state, and local governments, and nonprofit, private, and corporate entities. It is 
anticipated that as much as $2,317,000 of other grant funds may be available to match DW funds. Therefore, a 
total of $3,967,000 would be contributed towards reducing catastrophic fire risk on 2,150 acres on non-federal 
lands in DW' s Zones of Concern. 

Recommendation 

Staff recommends the Board approve this Service Agreement for $1.65 million over the next five years with the 
Colorado State Forest Service. 

Approvals: 

~/j~ (fm-JUiff/e-) 
Dave Little 
Director of Planning 

Patti Werts 
General Counsel 
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