CAC MINUTES

FOR THE MEETING OF March 20, 2014

CAC MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Bruce Hutchins, Phil Lidov, Barry Hudson, Bethany
Gravell, Don Schlup, Jeff Erb, Peter Mueller (Phone)

CAC Members Absent: Karl Hanlon, Kevin Puccio, Jim lves
Guests: Tim Flynn
Denver Water Staff: Melissa Elliott, Heather Stauffer, Laurna Kaatz, Bob Steger

OPENING REMARKS, PUBLIC COMMENTS, AGENDA AND MINUTES
The minutes and agenda were not approved.

There were no comments from the public.

Denver water update/ snow pack update- (Melissa Elliott)

Garden In A Box sales have begun. Denver Water is offering 600 kits to customers at a reduced
price. Denver Water staff will be out to talk with people when they pick them up. Repair work
on facilities affected by the flooding in September of last year continues. Denver Water is still
waiting on reimbursements from FEMA. Denver Water partnered with the County
Commissioners in Summit County to hold an event to start socializing the CRCA and letting folks
there know about the actual funds going to the communities there. It was very well received
and Denver Water received a request from Grand County to do the same thing. The CAC
meeting schedule and topic of discussion have been moved around a bit. Jim Lochhead is on
the schedule to speak at the meeting in May.

Research on Communicating Climate Change (Laurna Kaatz)

Laurna presented on Denver Water’s efforts to plan for future climate change. Laurna explained
that Denver Water was one of the first utilities to actively plan for climate change scenarios and
has been a leader in climate change planning for water. Climate change is important because it
fundamentally changes how water utilities plan for the future.

There is a new balance in the amount of energy reaching the Earth. This warms the planet
which changes the water cycle. That amplifies the climate changes mainly because of increased
water vapor. Laurna pointed out that because Denver Water’s watersheds are at a higher
elevation than most others up to a point that snowpack is going to be protected in a way that
others aren’t. Projected changes for North Central Colorado Water Sheds show that it is going
to get warmer, with precipitation either getting wetter or drier. The take home message is that
due to climate change the temperature in Colorado could increase about 5 degrees. If that
occurs Laurna estimates Denver Water’s yield could decrease around 20%, nearly 1/5 of Denver
Water’s supply, while demand increases nearly 7%. Currently Laurna and Denver Water are
using those statistics for their planning.



The four adaptation steps Denver Water is following include:

1) Understand- climate science and model projections- capabilities and limitations.

2) Assess- water system vulnerabilities to potential change

3) Plan-incorporate climate change uncertainty into water utility planning

4) Implement- adaptation and mitigation strategies in the face of climate uncertainties.

In addition to planning for climate change, Denver Water is looking at communication and how
to build understanding about our climate and our water. Currently Laurna and the planning
group are looking at nationwide surveys about climate change communication. Surveys find
that 71% of Americans in general rank their water utilities as a source they trust about climate
change impacts to the water system. Similarly 88% of Americans want their water utilities to
plan for the future. While only 39% believe that their utility has a plan and has taken the
necessary actions to be adequately prepared for extreme weather. 92% of people also believe
that their community water utility should play a large role in helping the community prepare for
impacts of climate change.

Snowpack Update and Work with Summit County (Bob Steger)

Bob updated the CAC on Denver Water’s current plans for reservoirs due to snowpack levels.
Denver Water is planning on filling up all our reservoirs except for Marston. Most of the action
we are seeing in terms of runoff is happening at Dillon reservoir. The snowpack above Dillon is
some of the highest in the state. Denver Water is looking at drawing down Dillon reservoir
nearly 2 inches a day in order to lower the flood risk in Silverthorne. Denver Water’s eastern
slope system is pretty full so Denver Water does not expect to have to draw from the Western
Slope. Bob and his team met with the Dillon recreation folks to talk about how recreation will
be impacted by the runoff.

Youth Education Program and Water Festival (Matt Bond)

Matt Bond explained that Denver water’s youth education program is based on areas of
emphasis including: classroom based, electronic medium, tours and field trips, print mediums
(teachers resource packets), event and workshops, and administration. Denver water’s youth
education program primarily works with schools in Denver and Jefferson county, Sheridan,
Cherry Creek and Littleton school districts. The youth education program has grown nearly
220% since 2009. Recently Matt and his team decided that they would focus only on high
school students as the middle school students didn’t seem to be grasping the concepts very
well. The youth education program partners with many outside organizations including
Keystone Science School, Aurora Colorado and Colorado River District. In the summer, Denver
Water works with these partners to put on a science camp for kids. During that camp the kids
participate in a panel and address ideas they have about how to meet the water supply gap in
Colorado. They had about 53 kids participate last year. Denver Water’s youth education



program collaborates regularly with the Cities of Boulder and Aurora to talk about their similar
youth education programs. They have also been working with One World One Water at Metro
State University.

Matt and his team always ask teachers to fill out evaluations after they visit a school or put on
an event. On the whole Matt explained that Denver Water’s youth education program is getting
really good feedback from teachers. Out of a possible 5, the average score for the youth
education program is around a 4.86. Tours of the water quality lab are at 4.70.

Looking ahead Matt and his team recognize that they are a service based program and they
need to have the capacity to be flexible. They have to be able to adapt and supply what we can
to those groups. The projected growth for the youth education program is at a very steep slope.
Matt and his team are currently working on a plan for growth which includes bringing on
another subcontractor. Matt encouraged the CAC to help out on May 21 when Denver Water’s
youth education program participates in the water festival at Auraria campus as well as
stopping by for a classroom presentation if they’re interested.

CAC Business (Phil Lidov)

The CAC briefly discussed possible tour locations for the meeting in July. They asked Denver Water staff
to look into a tour at Strontia Springs Reservoir, Cheesman Reservoir, and the Foothills treatment plant.



